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Metro Council decision 
on Johnson denounced 


Louisville, Kentucky 


Courier Jour 


PART OF THE the AS BIRO ET W 


FOR MONDAY-SATURDAY PRINT 


Fall back 


Daylight saving 
time ends at 

2 a.m. Sunday. 
Remember to 
set your clocks 
back one hour. 
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back one hour. 


Shell: Hoover has ‘support’ of GOP caucus 


House speaker remains 
despite harassment case 


Deborah Yetter 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


FRANKFORT, Ky. — House Speaker 
Jeff Hoover remains in charge of his 
chamber’s Republican caucus after a tu- 
multuous week following a Courier 


Journal report that he 
reached a_ confidential 
settlement with a woman 
on his legislative staff 
who accused him of sex- 
ual harassment. 

House Majority Lead- 
er Jonathan Shell, a Lan- 
caster Republican, an- 
nounced the news to a crowd of report- 
ers after a three-hour GOP House cau- 
cus meeting Friday originally scheduled 


Jeff Hoover 


to discuss a bill to overhaul Kentucky’s 
public pension system. 

‘Jeff Hoover is the speaker of the 
House, and he has the full support of 
this caucus,” Shell said. 

Shell deflected repeated questions 
about Wednesday’s Courier Journal re- 
port of the confidential agreement over 
a sexual harassment claim, calling them 
“rumors and allegations.” 


See HOOVER, Page 5A 


House Majority Leader Jona- 
than Shell said the Repub- 
lican caucus did not take a 
vote on whether to retain 
Jeff Hoover as speaker of 
the House. 


PAREN 


Bevin seeks help 
opposing plan to 
close schools for 
rally in Frankfort 


Grace Schneider 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Some JCPS parents are criticizing 
Gov. Matt Bevin for urging parents 
across Kentucky to block an effort to 
close public schools for a day to lobby 
against his pension reform plan. 

“The teachers have just as much 
right as the rest of us to have their 
voices heard,” said Robin Weiss, a 
mother of nine children, five of whom 
are in Jefferson County Public Schools. 
“The governor is trying to squelch” 
those who oppose his agenda. 

Many parents missed Bevin’s re- 
cent remarks on Facebook Live in 
which he read a letter from Tom Shel- 
ton, executive director of the Kentucky 
Association of School Superinten- 
dents, informing school chiefs of a 
plan coming together to have schools 
rotate on canceling classes for a day to 
attend rallies during the General As- 


See PARENTS, Page 12A 
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Bullitt board OKs 
canceling classes 
for teachers to go 
to pension protest 


Grace Schneider 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


The Bullitt County schools became 
the first local system to agree to cancel 
classes to allow teachers to rally in 
Frankfort if a special legislative ses- 
sion is called on pension reform. 

The school board voted 4-0 at a spe- 
cial meeting this week to approve a 
resolution giving Superintendent 
Keith Davis the authority to cancel 
classes for a day if the session is called 
— and if it appears most teachers will 
head to Frankfort to attend rallies. 

Making contingency plans is a good 
idea because the proposed revisions to 
the pension systems will have a big im- 
pact on the community, said Debby 
Atherton, chairwoman of the school 
board and a retired administrator. 

“Td like to see them change some 
parts of the (pension) bill,” Atherton 
said after the meeting. 


See BULLITT, Page 12A 
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Army Sgt. Bowe Bergdahl to lose a rank, be 
dishonorably discharged for walking away from post. 1B 


Cream of the crop 


Stephen Johnson ranks among the top UK 
quarterbacks in program history. 1C 


Weather 


High 72° X Low 65° 
Showers. Forecast, 2A 
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